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Office of Corporate Engagement 
The Office of Corporate Engagement, within the Office of Research & Engagement, collaborates 
with counterparts across campus to increase research; innovation and entrepreneurship 
activities; career and professional opportunities for students, alumni, and faculty; and related 
strategic engagements with corporations, non-profit organizations, government labs, investors, 
and other practitioners. 
 
Contact: Carl Rust, Assistant Vice Chancellor, Corporate Engagement  
crust@umass.edu 
 
 
UMass Innovation Institute (UMII) 

• UMII's mission is to serve as a bridge between UMass basic research and downstream 
technology development in partner industry organizations. Our goal is to facilitate 
academic-industry projects that go beyond fundamental research. We provide access to: 

• Faculty researchers who are interested in industry collaborations 
• UMass Amherst Core Facilities 
• Lab and office space and equipment 
• Innovation grants and venture capital 
• UMass students and grads for internships and recruitment opportunities 

 
Contact: Kathryn Ellis, Director, UMII; kathrynellis@umass.edu 
 
 
Tech Transfer at UMass Amherst 
 
The Technology Transfer Office (TTO) at the University of Massachusetts Amherst manages 
inventions and copyrightable works developed by the UMass research community. TTO's goal is 
to benefit the public by moving technologies from our research labs to the marketplace through 
industry and startup companies. 
 
Contact: Burnley Jaklevic, Director TTO; bjaklevic@research.umass.edu 
 
 
Career Development & Professional Connections 
Contact: Cheryl Brooks, Associate Provost of Career Development & Professional Connections; 
cbrooks@umass.edu 
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Massachusetts Small Business Development Center 
The Massachusetts SBDC is committed to helping your business succeed in Massachusetts. We 
provide free, confidential, one-to-one business assistance and free or low-cost educational 
training programs to prospective and existing small businesses throughout the Commonwealth. 
The Massachusetts SBDC fosters the start, growth and sustainability of small business by 
providing high-quality, in-depth advising, training and capital access. 
Contact: Cliff Paredes, State Director; cparedes@msbdc.umass.edu 
 
 
Berthiaume Center for Entrepreneurship 
 
Through start-up competitions, valuable partnerships with area businesses, and expert 
guidance from industry and academia, the Berthiaume Center for Entrepreneurship at UMass 
Amherst supports innovation and entrepreneurship across the entire campus and throughout 
the Commonwealth. 
 
The Berthiaume Center is proud to partner with a range of businesses to foster student growth 
by hosting start-up competitions and offering expert industry advice. In turn, our partners 
connect with energetic, creative young talent and have access to cutting-edge scholarly 
knowledge from UMass Amherst faculty. 
 
Contact: Gregory Thomas, Executive Director and Lecturer, Berthiaume Center for 
Entrepreneurship; gthomas@isenberg.umass.edu.  
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